Tables
by Mark Gillan
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The use of tables to:

View information

Convey data




Viewing information

Tables are a means of displaying data in a
structured, viewable, simpler way.

Rather than having a haphazard bunch of data,
a table can provide us with a quick indicationa  Evita
to the data, using a title for the table, headings
telling us what data is in each column and row.

The information is presented in tabular format  Linda
similar to a database.
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We’use tabular information on a regular basis, for example:

LR

-l Train timetables 1111
] Bustimetables . : :n:
) Price grids I :I:.L I:
) Reports :'; >
- ] Listings .: : E'é . 3-‘_‘
chool/colleg hregisters . : :l. : L .. [
—— I

oring



A three-row table plus header row

An example of how a table can provide records of
information in a structure manner.

The table opposite allows us to quickly view ‘player
scores’ for Evita and Linda (viewed on previous pages)

We can see both players had the same score for Golf, Evita
Evita beat Linda 3-2 at football and 2-1 at shinty. Evita
Eas g 5 game score for tennis compared to Linda who

as

We can quickly see from the records, Evita has better Linda
scores overall and the table could have them in a
correct order.

Another record for Petra has been added too. This
could change the meaninF, especially without
e

additional headings or titles or a key to the data. It Petra

does allow us to provide various records and fields of
information in a structured manner for interpretation.
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Greenock Tide Predictions

[ ] [ ]
Day High or Low Time Height (m) O bta | n | n g

High Tide 01:09 3.16
Low Tide 06:25 0.43 o f o

Sunday
INTOrm at Tela
Low Tide 18:42 0.14
High Tide 01:42 3.19

Monday Low Tide 06:57 0.40 . . . . ) . .
High Tide 13:55 3.40 From the ‘Greenock Tide Predictions’ table opposite, notice the
Low Tide 19:13 0.22 column headings of Day, High or Low, Time, Height (in metres) and
HighiTide 02:11 322 the row columns for each day of the week, broken down into high

Ty Low Tide 07:24 0.40 td d I td t . h d
I 1498 235 ide and low tide twice each day.
Low Tide 19:41 0.30
High Tide 02:39 329 We can determine the first high tide on Tuesday as being at a

ey Low Tide 07:51 039 time of 02:11 with a height of 3.22 metres.

High Tide 14:59 3.32
Low Tid 20:11 0.36 . .
H?;T'idz 1300 1o We can also determine when low tides are due to happen. For

N T o 95 example, low tide on Friday evening will be 21:20 with 0.51

Y High Tide 15:30 3.29 metres.
Low Tide 20:44 0.42
High Tide 03:39 3.41
) Low Tide 08:53 0.38
Friday

High Tide 16:02 3.24
Low Tide 21:20 0.51
High Tide 04:11 3.39
Low Tide 09:30 0.44

Saturday
High Tide 16:38 3.14
Low Tide 22:00 0.64




Greenock Tide Predictions

Day High or Low Time Height (m)
High Tide 01:09 3.16
Low Tide 06:25 0.43 T e
Sunday
rv | t ou t
Low Tide 18:42 0.14 y
High Tide 01:42 3.19
Monda Low Tide 06:57 0.40 . L .
! High Tide 13:55 3.40 From the ‘Greenock Tide Predictions’ table opposite.
Low Tide 19:13 0.22
High Tide 02:11 3:22 1. Whenis low tide expected on Friday night?
Low Tide 07:24 0.40
Tuesday
High Tide 14:28 3.35
Low Tide 19:41 0.30
High Tide 02:39 3.29
ity Low Tide 07:51 039 2. What is the height of high tide on Tuesday evening?
High Tide 14:59 3.32
Low Tide 20:11 0.36
High Tide 03:09 3.36
Thursda Low Tide 08:20 0.37 . .
Y High Tide 15:30 329 3. When are the two low tide times for Wednesday?
Low Tide 20:44 0.42
High Tide 03:39 3.41
. Low Tide 08:53 0.38
i igh Tid 16:02 3.24
High Tide : . . . . .
Low Tide 5120 0.51 4.  What day has the latest night-time high tide?
High Tide 04:11 3.39
Low Tide 09:30 0.44
Saturday
High Tide 16:38 3.14
Low Tide 22:00 0.64




Greenock Tide Predictions

Day High or Low Time Height (m)
High Tide 01:09 3.16
Low Tide 06:25 0.43 Q N SW E RS
Sunday
High Tide 13:19 3.42
Low Tide 18:42 0.14
High Tide 01:42 3.19
Monday Low Tide 06:57 0.40 . . . . ) .
High Tide 13:55 3.40 From the ‘Greenock Tide Predictions’ table opposite.
Low Tide 19:13 0.22
High Tide 02:11 3:22 1.  Whenis low tide expected on Friday night?
Tuesday Low Tide 07:24 0.40 ANSWER: 21:20
High Tide 14:28 3.35
Low Tide 19:41 0.30
High Tide 02:39 3.29
ity Low Tide 07:51 039 2. What is the height of high tide on Tuesday evening?
High Tide 14:59 3.32 ANSWER: 3.35 m
Low Tide 20:11 0.36
High Tide 03:09 3.36
Thursda Low Tide 08:20 0.37 . .
Y High Tide 15:30 329 3. When are the two low tide times for Wednesday?
Low Tide 20:44 0.42 ANSWER: 07:51 and 20:11
High Tide 03:39 3.41
. Low Tide 08:53 0.38
ke igh Tid 16:02 3.24
High Tide : . . . . .
Low Tide 5120 0.51 4.  What day has the latest night-time high tide?
High Tide 04:11 339 ANSWER: Saturday with a high tide of 16:38
Low Tide 09:30 0.44
Saturday
High Tide 16:38 3.14
Low Tide 22:00 0.64




Data Tables

Summary:

Data can be put into tables, for view, edit or input. Everyday use
could be train timetables, score card, others.

Tables allow for data to be structured.

A title provides an indication as to the purpose of the table and
what to expect.

Header rows can let the viewer know what each column is used.

Record fields within rows help the user to understand the data
reading across.
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