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Table tag

• A table commences with the <table> tag
• They are divided into table rows <tr>
• Each row is divided into data cells <td> representing 

table data
• The data cells can contain almost anything...

text, images, lists, paragraphs, forms, horizontal rules 
and even nested tables themselves

• Tables can also have various formatting code applied, 
including table headers, using <th>



Summary of starting a table

Description: Tag: Meaning:

Tag to commence table <table> Table

Table divided into rows <tr> Table Row

Rows containing cells <td> Table Data

Table Headers in top row <th> Table Header



Table attributes - border

• It is sometimes necessary to view a border of a table
• The table tag can include attributes such as size of border for 

the whole table...  
<table border=“1”>

• Although it might be useful to view a table without a border 
being applied. In these instances, if the <table> tag is used 
without any border value being declared, the web browser will 
show contents of the table as if in columns and rows but 
without the divisional lines

• Most times a border for a table will be required. The examples 
shown herein all have a border to enable you to see the table 
more clearly within the web browser

• Try creating a table with a border and then one without a 
border, playing around with the many other attributes we will 
discover



Table Example 1
3 Rows, each having 2 cells

Table 1 – code within Notepad
Table 1 – display within web 
browser showing 3 x 2



Table Example 2
Using Table Header Row

Table 2 – code within Notepad
Table 2 – display within web 
browser showing headers



Table ideas

• Empty cells are required on occasions but can be confusing to 
some web browsers, use the non breaking space special 
character within the code for any empty cells. Reminder of non 
breaking space &nbsp;

• Captions can be included by using the <caption> tag. Labelling 
tables in this manner adds sophistication as well as providing 
the user with an indication as to the exact data offered to them

• Table width (in pixels measurement) can be declared within 
the table tag along side the border, for example:
<table width=“500” border=“2”>

• Aligning data within cells just means the use of the alignment 
attribute within header cells or data cells, for example:
<td align=“center”>contents of cell here</td>



Table Example 3
Using Caption, Width and Alignment

Table 3 – code within Notepad
Table 3 – display within web browser 
showing various formatting



More Table Ideas

• Adding colour or image as a background combines other tags into the table. This 
same practice can incorporate various items, such as placing a table inside a cell 
or adding a font colour etc

• Adding colour to the whole of a table, example:
<table border=“1” bgcolor=“red”>

• Adding colour to a cell, example:
<tr>

<td bgcolor="red">First</td>
<td>Row</td>

</tr> 
• Padding around the contents of cells can provide a buffer between the border / 

outside of cells and the content, example:
<table border="1“ cellpadding="10">

• It is useful to be able to have a header going across two columns. Don’t worry 
...we have a solution, use the colspan attribute, example:
<tr>  <th>Company</th> 

<th colspan="2">Contacts</th>  </tr>
The example shows the word “Company” in the first column header and the word 
“Contacts” across two columns. Try it out!



Table 4 - Summary Example Code



Table 4 - Summary Example – Display 
within web browser
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